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Gatherings
Book Club

Book Club is starting up a
new read on 13 Aug: The
Unquenchable Flame (Michael
Reeves). That is a short history
of the Reformation, looking at
the central characters (Luther,
Calvin, Puritans, Henry VIII,
Erasmus) and theological ideas
that led to so much upheaval
in religious and world history. It
doesn’t skip the wayward nuns,
beer-brewing priests, violent
revolutionaries, and other real
(ie, less academic) influences
that have given rise to our
churches today.

Rocky Mountain
Mission Report
About 70 volunteers – most of them teenagers with summers full
of football camp and dance lessons and reading lists – have passed
through our church to serve at Rocky Mountain Mission. Youth groups
have traveled from as close as the Colorado plains, as far as Charlotte
and Oregon, and plenty of Texans in between.
They’ve built wheelchair ramps and paths, upgraded the accessible
nature trail by Chipeta Park, stained the Carousel of Happiness,
helped 12 different folks in need with various projects and yard work,
volunteered at the Food Pantry, joined with our homeless ministry,
beautified the town cemetery, and so much more!
Jim Reis has been in charge of the work projects, and has done
a great job of keeping them focused on giving their best efforts to
safe, effective mission. Bailey has been helping them reflect on
this experience as part of their lifelong calling to love God and love
neighbors. Thanks to the many of you who have brought food to the
Sunday night welcome pot lucks, and to the volunteers who have
hosted Wednesday night campfire picnics!

Weeks 3
and 4 of
Rocky Mtn.
Mission
Adventures!

Next Worship Series

For the next couple months, we’ve moved to What in the
World Is…? And we’ve been digging into the lives of some of
these Bible characters you’ve heard of, and maybe some you
haven’t: Adam & Eve, Job, Mary Magdalene, Joshua, Esther,
Paul and Peter!
After the Church Anniversary, this fall we’ll move to Where in
the World Is…? If you are particularly interested in any places
in the Bible, tell Hansen!
Try to string together three weeks in a row, and watch your
Spirit come into focus!

Housing Update

The congregation was a big supporter of Tungsten Village,
the new county housing project in Nederland. How exciting to
see the construction starting! In just over a year, we should be
welcoming about 50 residents into stable, below-market-rate
housing, just a block away from church. That’s justice in action!

Men’s Group

Men’s Group meets the next couple
months at 4 pm at 18 Aug & 15 Sept
at Salto. This is a simple chance
for men of the church to get to
know each other better, with a beer,
coffee, or whatever. Guys of all
ages are welcome.

Soul Sisters

Soul Sisters (the NCPC women’s
group) meets now on the first
Wednesday of each month, at
James Peak Brewing. That’s 7
Aug & 4 Sept, at 5 pm. Come get
to know some other ladies, with or
without a margarita

Just about every Thursday, 9 am, at
The Train Cars, everyone is invited for
coffee and conversation about life, faith,
church and everything in between.

Fellowship Time

Church Anniversary
Certainly very long ago there were Nederland folks who
prayed and sang and studied the Bible together, and
occasionally they even heard a sermon from a wandering
preacher. Their names are lost to history, but mostly the
women organized these gatherings in living rooms, until
some of the men decided to formally establish the Nederland
Presbyterian Church on 18 August 1912. Of course three
years later we had a building; and perhaps you know that
soon after, when the mining slowed and population dropped,
our church went from weekly services down to basically
summer and Christmas worship only; and if you have paid
close attention, you’ve heard that we ramped back up to full
church on Easter of 1953, when the Boulder Canyon road
was re-finished; and we’ve been going strong ever since!
Each year we come to celebrate our formal founding, and to
remember our history afar and near. Join us this Sunday 19
August, to honor God’s blessing through that time, and pray
for our work to continue! Bring a dish and stick around for a
pot luck picnic afterwards!
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Have you been looking for a way to
serve at church, but can’t make a
long term commitment? Arranging
the fellowship time after worship is for
you! Sign up on the sheet outside the
kitchen, or contact BG with
any questions (303-748-9172,
bbrooksrmn@aol.com).

Vacation Bible School

Over 30 kids enjoyed a week of camp
at Nederland Community Presbyterian
Church, with our friends from Calvary
Chapel and St Rita’s! Every day, staff
from Highlands Camp led the kids
in activities including crafts, stories,
songs and outdoor games. The theme
of the week was “Peace Works” and
the kids learned new words from
around the world, such as:
Aloha-Hawaiian, “Hi, Welcome,
Goodbye”
Agape-Greek, “Love”
Ubuntu-South African, “Community”
Shalom-Hebrew, “Peace”
Thanks to our leaders and volunteers
and parents and kiddos!

Financial update

NCPC Online - ICYMI
ICYMI, the most popular social media post over
the last couple months was…
It usually would have been the first picture from
Summer Day Camp, which received 34 likes. (But
dancing kids are so cute, that’s not really fair.)
Or it could have been the most popular sermon
of the month, Who in the World Are… Adam
and Eve?, that was viewed 47 times. (But some
sermons are seen even more.)
Some months it would have been music from our
guests, Jon Ridnell and Christoper Peace. (But,
despite your excitement in worship, those didn’t
get many clicks online.)
What did go viral was a verse we posted on the
4th of July, a simple verse from the Bible: “When a
foreigner resides among you in your land, do not
mistreat them. The foreigner residing among you
must be treated as your native-born. Love them
as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am
the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 19:34) That was
shared from our page by 31 people and viewed
over 2500 times, which is a great witness to how
Scripture can inspire us to meet the best angels of
our nature. On the other hand… while, of course,
every verse needs to be interpreted, it strikes me
[Hansen] as odd and disheartening that so many
folks (if you dare to read the comments across
the many shares) are desperate to interpret away
the call to love, or the injunction from God, or the
reminder of their own past, in order to justify their
own unreflective feelings toward some perceived
circumstances that are radically different from,
dare we say, the horrors of reality. Thank
goodness, thank God, that this church can be
even a tiny controversial light in the darkness of
our day. And may we all hear God calling us to our
angels, even when this church gets stuck.
You can watch it all on our church Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/nederlandcpc) or
Hansen’s YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/
hansenwendlandt), or linked from our website
(www.nederlandcpc.org), under Worship.
When you interact with our online content, t
hat has a way of spreading the good news with
our community, which makes you a modern
media-vangelist!
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On Sunday, July 21, 2019, we held a mid-year State of
the Congregation meeting to update folks about what’s
happening within our church community. As finance elder,
let me refresh your memory about the numbers for 2019:
- Budgeted expenses $144,870
- Projected income $104,547
June 30, 2019 was the 50% point in the year. At that
point, our expenses were at 49% of budget – and that, with
our paying some of our largest annual costs up front. Our
income was at 42% of projection – although keep in mind
that July, August, and December are our congregation’s
highest income months. I feel pretty good about these
numbers. In years past, we have been much further off our
projections. (As well, at the end of June, our total investment
accounts balance was $100,776.)
Earlier this year I spoke with Sherry Kenney from the
Presbyterian Foundation about NCPC’s financial picture.
Sherry is a financial planner for the denomination, who
helps congregations better understand their finances and
increase their giving. I shared that for 2019, and for the
previous many years, we are running a deficit budget which
is approximately $40,000 in the red. Sherry was quick to
remind me that our congregation is growing and that is a
healthy sign. She also reminded me that because we have
no mortgage on our building and no debt, we are in much
better financial shape than many, many other congregations.
I know church financial health isn’t a competition, but that
did make me feel better about our overall financial picture.
No debt is really, really good.
After sharing the above information, here comes the ‘ask’:
You are incredible folks who already generously support
our church. But let’s see how much of our $40,000 deficit
we can erase before the end of 2019. Here are a few ways
you can help. Personally I am going to add an additional
5% to my planned church giving for the year. Perhaps you
can do the same. Maybe you can tell a friend or two about
our church community and invite them to attend church
on Sunday. As our pews continue to be more full, we have
greater numbers doing mission work and our offering basket
also fills. Any giving in addition to what we projected will
decrease our deficit and increase the good we can do in our
community.
Finally, a sincere thank you for all the support you give
our church. Time, treasure, and talent has been the giving
standard for a long time. Here at NCPC our folks are good
at sharing. It is much appreciated.
Marylou Harrison
Elder for finance
marylou.nederland@gmail.com

Pray-er List

In many churches the Deacons manage a list of people,
who will pray for a list of other people who need prayers.
At NCPC, David Ford will be sending out an email every
couple of weeks, with the people who need prayers,
along with a short spiritual reflection. If you would like to
join the list of pray-ers, please reach out to Hansen or
David (davidford107@gmail.com).
Also, a group of locals have started a Prayer Partners
group on Thursday nights, 5:30, here at NCPC. There
might be folks from all the churches and certainly folks
who don’t attend any of them. We are letting the group
use our sanctuary to pray and sing, but it won’t be a
worship service. All are invited to join.

Do you have questions or
comments about NCPC?

In the Presbyterian denomination, the ministry
of administration for each congregation
is handled by its Session of Elders (like a
spiritual Board of Trustees), and the ministry of
compassion is directed by the Deacons.
Here are your church leaders and staff:
Elder for Christian Ed, Aimee Tomlinson
Elder for Cultural Engagement, Will Ford
Elder for Fellowship, BG Brooks
Elder for Finance, Marylou Harrison
Elder for Property, Jim Reis
Elder for Worship, John Records
Deacon, David Ford
Deacon, Al Meyer
Deacon, Jaydene Morrison
Custodian, John Callahan
Director of Childcare, Sara Sandstrom-Kobi
Director of Finances, Cindy Hauser
Guitarist, Emily Haynes
Pastor, Rev Hansen Wendlandt
Pianist, Daniel Herman
Rocky Mn. Mission Work Coordinator, Jim Reis
RMM Community Coordinator, Bailey Johnson
SHARE Outreach Worker, Claudia Schauffler

Bill (Marylou’s brother-in-law)
John Brocklehurst
Brown Family (Tinkerbell, Cowboy & baby Odin)
Bunny Boswell
Colleen Commons
Jane Davis
Crystal Epperson
Linda Groves (dealing with cancer well)
Justin Irwin’s tribe
Judy MacDougall
Miles Pancoast
Barbara Parker (BG’s sister)
Bette Ventrella
Mary Wingate and David Blanchard
the many older parents of folks in our church family
Town of Nederland Police & Fire Departments
all those who have and are now serving in the military…

Open Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts.
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