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Gatherings
Book Club
Book Club is taking a break for
the holiday season. Watch for our
next time to gather in January.

Men’s Group
Men’s Group meets this month
on 16 December, 4 pm. Let’s try
out the Branding Iron this time!
This is a simple chance for men
of the church to get to know
each other better, with a beer,
coffee, or whatever. Guys of all
ages are welcome.

Soul Sisters
Soul Sisters (the NCPC women’s
group) meets now on the first
Thursday of each month, at
James Peak Brewing. That’s
6 December, 5 pm. Come get to
know some other ladies, with or
without a margarita.

Just about every Thursday, 9 am,
at The Train Cars, everyone is
invited for coffee and conversation
about life, faith, church and
everything in between.

Stewardship

Marylou Harrison, Elder for Finance

Back in October I shared with you a story that Jim Hubbard told to
me about our wooden pledge box:
Jim told me that NCPC used to run on a ‘faith budget’. That means
exactly what it says. Session would develop a budget around what
needed to be paid in the coming year, as well as mission work it
hoped to accomplish. Session had faith that our financial needs
would be met.
Then, during stewardship season, the congregation would faithfully
place their pledge sheets in the wooden box. Here’s the important
part of the story. No one ever opened the box to review or record the
pledges. No one sent mid-year pledge updates. Folks gave to NCPC
as they could and as was needed. The congregation had faith that
our financial needs would be met, and wouldn’t you know, in the end
many of our hopes were accomplished too.
When I ponder that story, I am forced to think about my own ability
to have faith. You see, I am a worrier. Believe me, it’s hard for a
worrier to operate on faith, especially around the responsibility I feel
as Elder for Finance, to be a good steward of the riches that you
share with NCPC. During Session meetings, when I express my
concern about our church’s finances, the other elders remind me
that God will provide and that I need to let go of my worry and just
have faith.
Each year, I commit to try to improve a specific quality in my own
life. For 2018, I committed to seek out the positive in whatever
came my way, kind of like looking for the silver lining. Next year, my
personal goal will be to operate on faith, faith in God in my personal
life, and faith in God that our church will be able to continue the
great work we do in the world. After all, “Through God, all things are
possible” (from Matthew 19:23-30).
Many thanks to everyone who has sent in their pledge for 2019.
Your commitment to our church supports the amazing mission work
we do and helps us plan ahead for 2019. If you haven’t yet sent in
a pledge for next year, it isn’t too late. Please know that it is never
too late. Whether your commitment is small or large or any size in
between, pledges are always welcome and appreciated.
Many blessings and Merry Christmas to you all. Let’s see what
together we can accomplish in the new year! And thank you for your
continued support of our little brown church with the bell.

The Sacred Music
that Matters to Me

Rev Hansen Wendlandt

A confession, or maybe a proclamation, depending on
your own view (the line is often blurry): I don’t like Christmas
music… I really don’t. I’m not into decorations either. The
commercialization of the holiday drives me crazy. Really,
the whole cultural pastiche—snow globes, egg nog, mindnumbing proxy debates about ‘happy holidays’ vs ‘Merry
Christmas’, the multitudes of Texans on the ski slopes while
I have a few precious days off—I could do without the whole
thing. You might think a Pastor naturally loves all that, but you
might also realize, I’m not such a natural Pastor…
I can get on board with the movie, “A Christmas Story”,
especially the scene where dad and son change a tire
together, which isn’t as touching as you might assume. I do
enjoy seeing people embrace family and friends who return
for the season, which is touching. And I’m a sucker for the
religious values that, sadly, we sometimes have to pry out of
Santa’s cold, rosy hands. In case you need a reminder, all the
warm and fuzzy stories are about Hope, Peace, Joy, Love,
Light, and God moving into the neighborhood. Christmas is
not about baby Jesus; baby Jesus is about all that holy stuff.
So, I’m a little bit Grinch, and a little bit puritanical, and
some of you are scandalized, and others of you are going to
wink at me on Sunday mornings, like a secret handshake of
Christmas misanthropy.
However!!! For all that, there is one Christmas song that
I really appreciate! God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen is my
favorite, and don’t you dare put the comma in the wrong place!
Actually, that’s not even quite right. God Rest You Merry,
People All is the gender-inclusive adaptation that plenty of
churches use, and I’ve done my own work to re-shape some
of the lyrics so that God might ‘rest ye merry’ everyone who
shows up at the sanctuary.
One reason I like this carol is because it is rad to play on
guitar. You just can’t beat a B7 chord. Throw in an Em and
C, and you have something at least as awesome as gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.
Another reason I like it is because of the pedantic grammar
and obscure linguistic history. Consider, on tangent: there is
a Japanese baseball team named the Nippon Ham Fighters.
Legendarily for any Keith Olbermann fans, this is the Nippon
Ham… Fighters. They are not the Nippon… Ham Fighters. No
Ham was ever harmed on this baseball team. And no people
are described merrily in this song!
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Fellowship Time

Have you been looking for a way to
serve at church, but can’t make a
long term commitment? Arranging
the fellowship time after worship is for
you! Sign up on the sheet outside the
kitchen, or contact BG with
any questions
(303-748-9172, bbrooksrmn@aol.com).

Thanks Rise
Against Hunger

Many of you ordered holiday
wreaths, to help us raise funds for
next year’s packing of 10,000 meals
for hungry children abroad. If you
have not yet picked up your wreath,
please come after worship on 2 Dec
or 9 Dec; or talk to Fran or Hansen
about making other arrangements.
Of course, we also take donations
for this project! Meals cost about 35
cents, so it only takes a little change
to make a big difference.

More Than Baby Jesus
The season of Christmas is about way
more than just the cute little tyke in
the manger. It’s about preparing for
hope and peace, joy and love, to enter
our lives more deeply. It’s about God’s
presence moving into the world more
assuredly. It’s about the light that shines
forward and points us to new life. And
for all of that, here are our worship
opportunities for this holy season…
2 Dec, 10 am, Advent Worship – Hope
9 Dec, 10 am, Advent Worship – Peace
16 Dec, 10 am, Advent Worship – Joy
23 Dec, 10 am, Advent Worship – Love
24 Dec, 5 pm, Family Friendly
Christmas Eve Worship
24 Dec, 6:30 pm, Contemplative
Candlelight Service
30 Dec, 10 am, Carol Sing
6 Jan, 10 am, Epiphany Worship

Christmas Eve Cookie Pot Luck
Between the Family Friendly Worship
and Contemplative Candlelight Service,
come for our Christmas Even Cookie
Pot Luck!
From BG Brooks: “For the Cookie
Pot Luck, bring your best batch of
goodies – either baked in your own
oven or purchased from your favorite
store. We’re not picky! Also, December
still has a pair of open Sundays for
Fellowship volunteers: 12/23 and 12/30.
Feel free to sign up on the sheet posted
on the wall just outside the kitchen.”

Christmas Eve Pageant

Parents and kids, the Christmas Eve
pageant and play is new this year. It’s
easier than ever, without any lines to
memorize or fancy costumes to make!
Aimee Tomlinson invites you to arrive
at church 30 minutes before the Family
Friendly Worship. So, get there by 4:30,
ready to receive your part.
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Sacred Music (Con’t)
That confusing first line is the old English way of saying, “May
God keep you merry, everybody!” We don’t often use the word
‘rest’ that way anymore, but it means ‘to cause to remain’, from
as early as 1540. Charles Dickens tried to modernize it in 1775,
by changing the line to “God bless you, merry gentlemen.” But
Dickens is boring, so for the love of Tiny Tim, stick with the
original, or the inclusive adaptation of the original, or—yeah, it’s
hard to keep up, but Dickens is still boring.
While we’re at it, some yokels try to sing this as God Rest
Ye Merry, but in old English ‘ye’ is a subject, never an object.
Ye might as well try to translate the song into Spanish like
this: “God-o rest-o yo Merry-o.” That doth sound like yon anvil
drubbed you on the pate! God rests you. Ye can sing it
thusly anon.
A third and final reason why I like this song, is because the
chorus and third verse are spot on, for my sense of theology
and community. For all my Scrooginess about Christmas, I
love the idea, for any time and place, that everyone together
would sing praises to God and embrace with true love and
neighborliness, excited that a holy time is coming! And for all
the pain and sadness caused by fake tidings these days, I love
the idea that we look to God for the good news of comfort and
joy. Bah humbug to wrapping paper and blinking lights. Amen to
comfort and joy.

Congratulations!
Thanks go out to Brigitte Johnson, one of our major
volunteers with Socks & Sandwiches. She won a grant to
receive more socks for our neighbors who are homeless
and camping. Now, Hansen often receives a couple
hundred socks a year from an organization in Denver, but
Brigitte… She won a grant for 5000! Five-thousand pairs of
quality Bomba socks!!! We’ll share some with the Clothing
Closet and be hock in socks for a loooong time!

NCPC Online - ICYMI

ICYMI, the most popular social media post in November
was…
Will Nicholson opening worship with Sinatra’s My Way!
Hansen’s sermon that Sunday was just a few clicks away,
and Will Ford’s song that same day was really popular too
(Wait For It, from Hamilton).
And if you didn’t see it a couple weeks earlier, Guest
Musician Allie Chipkin did a great rendition of
Somewhere Over the Rainbow!
You can watch it all on our church Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/nederlandcpc) or Hansen’s YouTube
channel (www.youtube.com/hansenwendlandt), or linked
from our website (www.nederlandcpc.org), under Worship.
When you interact with our online content, that has a way
of spreading the good news with our community, which
makes you a modern media-vangelist!

Do you have questions or
comments about NCPC?

In the Presbyterian denomination, the ministry
of administration for each congregation
is handled by its Session of Elders (like a
spiritual Board of Trustees), and the ministry of
compassion is directed by the Deacons.
Here are your church leaders and staff:
Elder for Christian Ed, Aimee Tomlinson
Elder for Cultural Engagement, Will Ford
Elder for Fellowship, BG Brooks
Elder for Finance, Marylou Harrison
Elder for Property, Jim Reis
Elder for Worship, Dean Rundle
Deacon, David Ford
Deacon, Jaydene Morrison
Deacon, Nancy Waldron
Custodian, John Callahan
Director of Childcare, Sara Sandstrom-Kobi
Director of Finances, Cindy Hauser
Guitarist, Emily Haynes
Pastor, Rev Hansen Wendlandt
Pianist, Daniel Herman
Rocky Mtn.Mission Work Coordinator, Jim Reis
RMM Community Coordinator, Bailey Johnson
SHARE Outreach Worker, Claudia Schauffler

Brown Family (Tinkerbell, Cowboy & Odin)
Colleen Commons
Jane Davis
Rich Deubel
Crystal Epperson
Emma & Will Ford
Jerry French
Linda Groves
Marjorie Harrison
Justine Irwin’s tribe
Barbara Lawlor, RIP
Miles Pancoast
Ken Robinson
John Sandstrom
Charlie Smart
Pat Strawn
Bette Ventrella
Town of Nederland Police & Fire
Departments; all those who have
and are now serving in the military…

Open Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts.
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