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Gatherings
Book Club

Book Club gathers back together
on 30 October and each Tuesday
after at 6 pm, with Just Mercy, by
Bryan Stevenson.
This is a powerful true story
about the potential for mercy to
redeem us, and a clarion call to
fix our broken legal system. Just
Mercy is at once an unforgettable
account of an idealistic young
lawyer’s coming of age, a moving
window into the lives of those he
has defended, and an inspiring
argument for compassion in the
pursuit of true justice. Be ready
to have those hard conversations
about race and the intrinsic
racism built into America!

The Sacred Music
Charlene Morrison
that Matters to Me (as told to Hansen)
When Charlene was 12, she used to
sing in the Baptist choir. Songs like In the
Bulb There is a Flower and An Evening
Prayer were some of her favorites. The
first one we sing here every Easter, but
Charlene is always back in Oklahoma
then, so we used it this summer too.
Some others of you who like that hymn
were glad about that choice. It has a
great message of hope, even when the
darkness seems overwhelming.
That second hymn is about asking God for forgiveness. We introduced
it to NCPC last month, before Charlene went back for the winter. It was
written in 1911, with this first verse: “If I have wounded any soul today /
If I have caused one foot to go astray / If I have walked in my own willful
way / Dear Lord, forgive!”
Charlene first hear An Evening Prayer in church during her early teens.
Through that song she appreciates the opportunity to ask forgiveness
“for the ordinary, thoughtless, even unintentional transgressions many of
us commit daily.” (She said specifically, “I’m often uncomfortable with the
word ‘sins’, so I use ‘transgressions’. Don’t ask me why; can’t explain it
anyway.” Can’t you see her say that with a laugh after!?!)
She goes on, “In my opinion, some of the worst of these transgressions
are hurtful words, lack of empathy or awareness to another’s pain,
needs, or misfortunes. Sometimes it’s my own selfishness or laziness
that makes me insensitive.”
I think she’s right about some of the worst of those transgressions
being a lack of awareness of other people’s struggles, and I also think
she has a good point about where much of our insensitivity comes
from, namely the singular focus on our own self and moral lassitude
towards others. I know a lot of people agree with her. But just in case
they don’t, Charlene closed her thoughts about this hymn with these
humble words: “It is my hope that expression of my doubts do not
weaken someone else’s faith or cause them to stray from God.” Much
the opposite, I find her an inspiration! So, next summer, we’ll use that first
verse of An Evening Prayer in worship for several weeks, as part of the
Prayer of Healing, and maybe more of us can land in a place of faithful
introspection and commitment to love.

NCPC Online - ICYMI

The most popular social
media post in October
was…
The Rise Against Hunger
event and selling holiday
wreaths to raise funds
for next year’s packing
session! (OK, that’s sort
of cheating, because we
promoted those posts.)
So, check out the pictures of our Men’s Group laying up
firewood for a neighbor in need. Or, you might like the Children
singing Brave Apostles Twelve or the most popular sermon of
the last series Trees of Life: New Life.
You can see it all on our church Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/nederlandcpc) or Hansen’s YouTube
channel (www.youtube.com/hansenwendlandt), or linked from
our website (www.nederlandcpc.org), under Worship.
When you interact with our online content, that has a way of
spreading the good news with our community, which makes
you a modern media-vangelist!

New Worship Series
We all have questions about the end of life: Did I live my life
well? Will my death be peaceful? What is Heaven, and will he/
she be there waiting for me? Why am I still here? How do I talk
to my parents or kids about what is coming? Can I pass with
grace? What will my legacy be? Can I afford to die comfortably?
Buried or cremated? What do I need to handle now, so my
family is taken care of?
Over the next several weeks, worship will be about preparing
for Thoughtful Endings. Our end, our loved one’s end, the end
of it all—there are a lot of questions. The answers that come
from God’s wisdom are not always easy or quite what we want
to hear, but they are always hopeful. So, let’s rest in the good
news that love never leaves us, in life or death.
(After that, holy moly, we’re in Advent and Christmas!)

Men’s Group
Men’s Group meets this month on 18
November, 4 pm at Salto. This is a
simple chance for men of the church
to get to know each other better, with
a beer, coffee, or whatever. Guys of all

Soul Sisters

Soul Sisters (the NCPC women’s group)
meets now on the first Thursday of each
month, at James Peak Brewing. That’s 1
November and 6 December, 5 pm. Come
get to know some other ladies, with or
without a margarita.

Just about every Thursday, 9 am, at
The Train Cars, everyone is invited for
coffee and conversation about life, faith,
church and everything in between.

Fellowship Time

Have you been looking for a way to
serve at church, but can’t make a
long term commitment? Arranging the
fellowship time after worship is for you!
Sign up on the sheet outside the kitchen,
or contact BG with any questions
(303-748-9172, bbrooksrmn@aol.com).

Rocky Mtn. Mission
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Already we have two churches signed up
for 2019 weeks of work! That’s 35 people
from North Carolina and Texas back in their
home churches praying and fundraising
and preparing schedules to come help in
our back yards! We’ll work to get four more
weeks signed up, and Jim is already talking
to folks about good mission projects.

Summer Homeless
Advocate for
Residential
Encampments

Our little church won a grant
this spring, from Boulder County
Community Services Department,
to hire an outreach worker for our
homeless campers. Claudia Schauffler
was the SHARE worker, and she
spent all summer meeting people in
need, connecting them to services
in Boulder, and teaching appropriate
camping practices that make their lives
and our community safer. She and
Pastor Hansen made contacts with
215 campers, which is an enormous
amount, compared to folks who
just wander into church or Socks
& Sandwiches! About 180 of those
are somewhere on the spectrum of
homeless / home-free / transient /
camping-and-in-need.
Claudia was able to help 64 separate
people with medical appointments,
medications, mental health registration,
emergency shelters, IDs, food, clothing,
child welfare, transportation, and even
stable housing. We shared fire safety
information with all 215 contacts, and
education about wildlife and waste
management with about 170.
It helped our efforts that Boulder
opened 210 beds for the homeless
(160 at the Shelter, 50 more at Bridge
House). It helped that the Sheriff
assigned a third Mountain Deputy
to be even more present in the
campgrounds without being punitive.
The USFS did a ton of work on signage
and camp cleanups and campground
engineering. Very many people in town
were vigilant and compassionate. And
the weather cooperated. But, one of
the great reasons that this was the
calmest summer we have seen in
recent memory, was the hard work and
friendly demeanor of Claudia. Give her
a thanks, and watch for a formal report
coming out soon.
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Thanks Rise Against Hunger
We had a blast last month, packing over 10,000 meals for hungry
children! That makes about 42,000 children getting fed, over our last
4 years of service!!!
So many people asked when we’re going to do it again. Here’s how
it works:
You can buy a holiday wreath to raise funds that pay for the meals
we send abroad! For $25 you can have, or give as a gift, a mixed fir/
juniper/cedar wreath with berries and bow. The proceeds yield about
30 meals for next year’s packing event. Contact the church at 303258-3579 or ncpcpastor@gmail.com to place an order; or just come
by on a Sunday morning. Wreaths will arrive after Thanksgiving.
Next fall we’ll take all that money, and order rice, soy, dried veg, and
vitamin packs from Rise Against Hunger. We invite the community to
help us. (The turnout was better than ever this year!) And we make
little assembly lines to turn those healthy ingredients into meals
that can be shipped to schools around the world, which encourages
parents to send kids to school, when they might otherwise stay home
to work – which helps break the cycle of poverty. Everyone can help,
from 3-103!
Of course, we also take donations for this project. Meals cost about
35 cents, so it only takes a little change to make a big difference.
That means the many kids who enjoyed packing the meals can also
take part and learn about the process of fundraising. Whether cash
or check or through our website, you can give specifically to Rise
Against Hunger by specifying that in your offering.

Stewardship Marylou Harrison, Elder for Finance

A few years ago, Jim Hubbard shared the story of our wooden pledge box: Jim told me that NCPC used to run on a
‘faith budget’. That means exactly what it says. Session would develop a budget around what needed to be paid in the
coming year, as well as mission work it hoped to accomplish. Session had faith that our financial needs would be met.
Then, during stewardship season, the congregation would faithfully place their pledge sheets in the wooden box. Here’s
the important part of the story. No one ever opened the box to review or record the pledges. No one sent mid-year pledge
updates. Folks gave to NCPC as they could and as was needed. The congregation had faith that our financial needs
would be met, and wouldn’t you know, many of our hopes were accomplished too.
Times are different now, and we must follow more strict rules for financial accountability. However, while today we do
open the wooden box and record your pledges and help you keep track of your giving, we still operate on faith. We have
faith that we will be able to provide care for folks here in Ned, as well as serve neighbors in other parts of the world. We
have faith that we won’t have to cut our important mission work in order to pay basic operating expenses. We have faith
that through our good works in the community, we will inspire others to love and care for each other. And because of our
faith, for several years we have accepted that we will run a deficit budget. We accept that we will likely spend more than
we will bring in through pledges and weekly giving. But through faith, we believe we will continue to meet our needs and
reach out lovingly to people in need.
That’s where you come in. As we look to 2019, we hope to continue God’s work here in Nederland, providing warm,
engaging Sunday services, fellowship opportunities for our congregation, strong pastoral leadership, and active community
outreach. To do that, we need your help. Again this year, rather than politely asking you to pledge, I intently ask you to dig
deep as you consider your giving for next year. NCPC continues to be at a crossroads: Can we continue to support our
important mission work and move toward financial stability, or will we eventually return to the days of a part-time pastor
and a less vibrant community of faith?
You were probably mailed this letter, with a pledge card for the coming year. Or you can find one on the credenza in
the back of the sanctuary; or reach out to Hansen or Marylou. Please give this annual request prayerful thought. God has
provided us with so much. Search your heart for what you can share.
Thank you for your continued support of the little brown church with a bell.

Do you have questions or
comments about NCPC?

In the Presbyterian denomination, the ministry
of administration for each congregation
is handled by its Session of Elders (like a
spiritual Board of Trustees), and the ministry of
compassion is directed by the Deacons.
Here are your church leaders and staff:
Elder for Christian Ed, Aimee Tomlinson
Elder for Cultural Engagement, Will Ford
Elder for Fellowship, BG Brooks
Elder for Finance, Marylou Harrison
Elder for Property, Jim Reis
Elder for Worship, Dean Rundle
Deacon, David Ford
Deacon, Jaydene Morrison
Deacon, Nancy Waldron
Custodian, John Callahan
Director of Childcare, Sara Sandstrom-Kobi
Director of Finances, Cindy Hauser
Guitarist, Emily Haynes
Pastor, Rev Hansen Wendlandt
Pianist, Daniel Herman
Rocky Mtn.Mission Work Coordinator, Jim Reis
RMM Community Coordinator, Bailey Johnson
SHARE Outreach Worker, Claudia Schauffler

Brown Family (Tinkerbell, Cowboy & Odin)
Colleen Commons
Jane Davis
Rich Deubel
Crystal Epperson
Greta Habak
Marjorie Harrison
Justine Irwin’s tribe
Miles Pancoast
Ken Robinson
Charlie Smart
Pat Strawn
Bette Ventrella
Town of Nederland Police & Fire Depts.
all those who have and are now
serving in the military…

Open Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts.

.

.

.

Nederland Community Presbyterian Church PO Box 467 210 Jefferson Street Nederland, Colorado 80466

