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Gatherings
Book Club

September wrapped up our
summer-long study of Prayer,
with the last chapters of Soul
Shaper. Book Club will take
a break through the next few
weeks, and gather back together
on 30 October, and each Tuesday
at 6 pm, with Just Mercy, by
Bryan Stevenson.
This is a powerful true story
about the potential for mercy to
redeem us, and a clarion call to
fix our broken legal system. Just
Mercy is at once an unforgettable
account of an idealistic young
lawyer’s coming of age, a moving
window into the lives of those he
has defended, and an inspiring
argument for compassion in the
pursuit of true justice.

The Sacred Music
that Matters to Me Sara Sandstrom-Kobi

Being a Pastor’s kid I was exposed to
a lot of church/religious music. This
included the youth music of the 70s and
80s in the old Lutheran hymnal. There
is one song that brought giggles as a
child and an eye roll as a pre-teen and
a smile as a new mom.
For several years my father served two
congregations in rural northeastern
South Dakota. Since we lived in town
my mom, sister, and I would regularly attend the town church. Often
we would go to the country church as well. It was a classic turn of
the century prairie Lutheran church. The creaky pews were always
filled with the farming families of the area. And they sang Children
of the Heavenly Father A LOT. My sister and I would get the giggles
every time the old organ started the melody. When we reached those
pre-teen years we would roll our eyes and mumble along. Which
was met with disapproving looks from Mom. During the car ride
home we would complain about how we always had sing Children
of the Heavenly Father at this church. My mom would try to explain
what a beautiful song it was and my dad would say that it was a long
standing tradition of this congregation and the people loved it.
Go forward several years to the time my son was born. Harrison was
one of those babies that woke up every night (more than once) and
would fuss and fuss until I rocked and sang and sang and sang to
him. One sleep deprived morning I called my sister and said, “Do
you know what song pops into my head every night when I sing to
Harrison?” In unison we said, “Children of the Heavenly Father!” We
laughed and laughed! She had sung the same song to her children.
That song that we dreaded and complained about was imprinted in
our hearts… waiting to be sung to our own children.
Thank you Immanuel Lutheran of Wecota, SD, for making this
Swedish hymn a permanent part of my being. When I hear it and sing
it I now smile remembering all those times trying to get Harrison and
Rachel to sleep. Smiling at my beautiful baby in my arms in those
quiet early morning hours, a sacred time between mother and child…
and God.

NCPC Online - ICYMI
The most popular
social media post in
August was…
Bailey leading us in the song,
He Is Faithful!
You might also want to
see the top sermon of the
last series, How to Pray: Awe,
or the cute
picture of children bouncing
in the castle at the Back to School pot luck on our church’s
106th anniversary!
You can see it all on our church Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/nederlandcpc) or Hansen’s YouTube
channel (www.youtube.com/hansenwendlandt), or linked from
our website (www.nederlandcpc.org), under Worship.
When you interact with our online content, that has a way of
spreading the good news with our community, which makes
you a modern media-vangelist!

New Worship Series
You might know that there is a tree at the beginning of
Genesis—actually two, but you’re probably more familiar with
the one Adam and Eve weren’t supposed to eat from. You
might also know there is a tree at the end of Revelation, with
leaves for the healing of nations. Between those bookends, the
Bible is full of other stories about actual trees (Oaks of Mamre
and Cedars of Lebanon) and metaphors about trees (such as,
Jesus’ parables about fig trees and Isaiah’s joyful trees).
Over the next several weeks in September and October, as
our own aspens change to that beautiful golden hue, we’ll be
hearing God’s Good News, through these and other Trees of
Life. The kids will make their own branches and leaves of faith
in childcare, and adults will have some fun finding all the tree
references in our hymns. My hope is that this worship series
help your roots grow deeper, so you can stand more firmly with
the Spirit!

Thanks to
everyone
who stuck
it out in
the early
chill and
celebrated
our 106th
anniversary!

Men’s Group
Men’s Group meets this month on 14
October, 4 pm at Salto. This is a simple
chance for men of the church to get to
know each other better, with a beer,
coffee, or whatever. Guys of all ages

Soul Sisters
Soul Sisters (the NCPC women’s group)
meets on the third Thursday of each
month, so that’s 18 October, 5 pm at
The Branding Iron (formerly Oyster Bar).
Come get to know some other ladies,
with or without a margarita.

Just about every Thursday, 9 am, at
The Train Cars, everyone is invited for
coffee and conversation about life, faith,
church and everything in between.

Fellowship Time

Have you been looking for a way to
serve at church, but can’t make a
long term commitment? Arranging the
fellowship time after worship is for you!
Sign up on the sheet outside the kitchen,
or contact BG with any questions
(303-748-9172, bbrooksrmn@aol.com).
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Stewardship

Marylou Harrison, Elder for Finance

The kids are back in school, the aspens
are starting to turn yellow, and the
crispness of fall is in the air. Soon we’ll
start speculating about when we might
see winter’s first flakes of snow. As
we button up summer, this is the time
when I start thinking about stewardship
at Nederland Community Presbyterian
Church. Each year in September, I
ponder...I research...I google...to come
up with a fresh new giving campaign,
one that might speak to your heart as
you decide on your financial support
in 2019 of our sweet little church.
After several weeks of thinking, I am
still seeking out that ‘perfect’ new
stewardship idea. While I continue
my quest, I ask you to begin your
consideration of how you can support
NCPC. You will hear more from me on
the subject of stewardship in the coming
months. But for now, I leave you with
this thought from John F. Kennedy:
“As we express our gratitude, we
must never forget that the highest
appreciation is not to utter words, but to
live by them.”

Sunday School
returns!
Summer is over, and Sunday School
returns, 9 am, 9 September! Kids from
Kindergarten to 3rd grade, more or l
ess, are invited to join Sara nearly
every Sunday.
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Rise Against Hunger
The Rise Against Hunger packing session was such a great
community success, with excited kids and neighbors making
connections and young people getting fed! Many of you asked me
when we can do it again, or how to pack even more meals. Here’s
how it works:
You can buy a holiday wreath to raise
funds that pay for the meals we send a
broad! For $25 you can have, or give as
a gift, a mixed fir/juniper/cedar wreath
with berries and bow. The proceeds yield
about 32 meals for next year’s packing event. Contact the church at
303-258-3579 or ncpcpastor@gmail.com to place an order; or just
come by on a Sunday morning. Wreaths will arrive after Thanksgiving.
Of course, we also take donations for this project. Meals cost about
35 cents, so it only takes a little change to make a big difference.
That means the many kids who enjoyed packing the meals can also
take part and learn about the process of fundraising. Whether cash or
check or through our website, you can give specifically to Rise
Against Hunger by specifying that in your offering.

Socks & Sandwiches
Thanks to Kathy and Diana, for leading
our homeless ministry so much of the
summer and making this a place of
hospitality and joy for so many people.
What started as 120 meals in 2015,
went to 150 the next year, then 170
with better food last year, and nearly
190 meals this summer! It was such a
success, that some volunteers agreed
to keep it going for another month!
For the fall extension we have Brigitte, who has worked with people
experiencing homelessness for over 20 years before moving to
Nederland recently, and Henry from St Rita’s. They’ve gathered
some of our homeless neighbors to do the cooking on Thursday
mornings, which has become a true joy to see. Despite the many
social boundaries that separate us in this world, we are breaking
down walls and building relationships. Thank God for that!

Help Wanted: Ushers and Liturgists

Caring for God’s Creation
The church wants to model faithful behavior, in every
way possible. Recently, we have been trying to do
a better job at recycling, to answer God’s call to be
stewards of Creation. Apparently, recycling is still tricky
for a lot of us. So, when you’re discarding your refuse
in the fellowship hall, take a look at the three flyers:
trash, recycle, and the top-10 do-not recycle list!

Carry, Marry & Bury
In the last couple of
month we have…
Held memorials for
John Stinton & Jerry
Griess, celebrated
the wedding of Will
Ford & Emma Chibli,
baptized Annabelle &
Sierra Tomlinson, and
welcomed the birth of
Odin Ackerly-Brown!
From cradle to grave,
God’s love is alive here!

to help with NCPC Worship Services

Pay: Zero (0) Dollars, Zero (0) Shekels, Zero (0) Pieces of
Silver, Unlimited Good Vibes! Unlimited Peace that Passes
Understanding!
Whether you are formal member of the NCPC congregation,
or a worshiper with no formal affiliation, you may be looking for
a cool way to help the Nederland Community Church. Giving
back and giving forward make all of us feel good! We’ve got a
great corps of volunteers who serve as ushers each Sunday –
greeting our neighbors and passing the plate – and who serve
as liturgists by making announcements, reading the scripture
lesson, and composing a prayer or two. But, we could use
some reinforcements! (Remember - and with NO admiration
to Napoleon - “God is on the side of the big battalions.”) These
jobs are really not that tough, and they make you feel good. If
you can: 1) walk and chew gum at the same time (that covers
pretty much anyone who reads this), and 2) are willing and
able just to show up, and 3) feel like giving back or forward for
an extremely reasonable investment of time, either regularly
or on occasion, by helping Hansen with our Sunday Services,
then please give Dean Rundle, Elder for Worship, a call at 303570-3190, or email at bluguzman@gmail.com.

Do you have questions or
comments about NCPC?
In the Presbyterian denomination, the ministry
of administration for each congregation
is handled by its Session of Elders (like a
spiritual Board of Trustees), and the ministry of
compassion is directed by the Deacons.
Here are your church leaders and staff:
Elder for Christian Ed, Aimee Tomlinson
Elder for Cultural Engagement, Will Ford
Elder for Fellowship, BG Brooks
Elder for Finance, Marylou Harrison
Elder for Property, Jim Reis
Elder for Worship, Dean Rundle
Deacon, David Ford
Deacon, Jaydene Morrison
Deacon, Nancy Waldron
Custodian, John Callahan
Director of Childcare, Sara Sandstrom-Kobi
Director of Finances, Cindy Hauser
Guitarist, Emily Haynes
Pastor, Rev Hansen Wendlandt
Pianist, Daniel Herman
Rocky Mtn.Mission Work Coordinator, Jim Reis
RMM Community Coordinator, Bailey Johnson
SHARE Outreach Worker, Claudia Schauffler

Brown Family (Tinkerbell, Cowboy & Odin)
Colleen Commons
Jane Davis
Rich Deubel
Crystal Epperson
Greta Habak
Barbara Hardt
Justine Irwin’s tribe
Barbara Lawlor
Skylar Nicholson
Miles Pancoast
Ken Robinson
Charlie Smart
Pat Strawn
Bette Ventrella
Town of Nederland Police & Fire Depts.
all those who have and are
now serving in the military…

Open Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts.
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