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Gatherings
Book Club

Book Club starts back up on
Tuesday 9 Jan, 6 pm, with Love
Does, by Bob Goff. Bob is one of
the most fascinating people the
world has ever produced, and he
tells some excellent stories, often
the sort that preachers would love
to steal for a sermon. (I haven’t
done so yet, and now I won’t be
able to!) If you’ve been intimidated
by heavy books and deep
discussions, this is your chance
to hop in for uplifting, joyful,
inspirational messages, from the
book and your neighbors.

Soul Sisters

Soul Sisters (the NCPC women’s
group) meets this month on Thur
18 Jan, 5 pm at The Oyster Bar.
Come get to know some other
ladies, with or without a margarita.

Men’s Group

Men’s Group meets this month
on 28 January, 4 pm at Salto.
(No football this day!) This is a
simple chance for men of the
church to get to know each other
better, with or without a beer.
Guys of all ages are welcome.

The Sacred Music
that Matters to Me
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
David Copeland

Growing up Lutheran, this could not be avoided. Frequent and
familiar, the organist would often play before church. It has a very
“churchy” feel, especially on organ. But the real power and the
character of Martin Luther is in the words. He wrote over twenty
hymns in 1524 for various occasions such as Christmas, Easter,
Pentecost, Communion, Confession and five based on Psalsms. Then
he settled into a much slower pace of about one per year, probably
writing “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” in 1527. This hymn is based
on Psalm 46, which speaks a great deal about the power of God as
the bringer of peace. Luther adds mention of evil and the Devil, whose
power is greater than anything on earth. Verses 1 and 3 portray the
conflict, while verses 2 and 4 detail the victory. Our hymnal uses the
translation by Frederick Hedge, which is powerful enough, but misses
some of the original strength. Here are a few passages with more
literal translation:
For still our ancient foe - Our old evil enemy
From age to age the same - There is no other God
The Prince of Darkness grim - The prince of this world
(Here I think the Hedge translation is more powerful)
Let goods and kindred go, This mortal life also - take the Body,
Good, Honor, Child and Woman His kingdom is forever The Empire must stay with us
As the only Protestant at a Catholic
high school in the 1940s, my mother
had been taught that Martin Luther
was the worst of schismatics, to
be ignored by the modern church.
We were pleasantly surprised to
see this hymn in the recent
Catholic hymnal.
For 2017 our Elders and Deacons told
you why they love this church. For 2018,
it’s your turn, to tell us: What Sacred
Music is important to you? Can you write
a short essay about your favorite hymn?
Talk to Hansen, if you’d be open to it.

David Copeland

NCPC Online
ICYMI, the most popular social media post in December
was… the Worship Introduction from 17 Dec, posted that day!
Go check it out on our church Facebook:
(www.facebook.com/nederlandcpc)
or Hansen’s YouTube channel:
(www.youtube.com/hansenwendlandt), or it’s linked from our
website (www.nederlandcpc.org), under Worship.
Daniel’s version of Carol of the Bells from 10 Dec, posted 13
Dec, was also a favorite, very much worth listening to again.
When you interact with our online content, that has a way of
spreading the good news with our community, which makes
you a modern media-vangelist!

Epiphany and the
Christmas Tree
Epiphany is a traditional Christian holiday, celebrating
the arrival of the Magi to the infant Jesus. In America, we
typically hold that on the first Sunday after 1 Jan, although
other countries and particular traditions have their own dating
system. Either way, on 7 January we’ll close our 12 days
(give or take) of Christmas by singing songs about the wise
men and stars.
Then, as is often the custom for churches and families,
we will take down the Christmas tree and decorations after
worship. We could use your help with this project, so if you
can spare 30 minutes to box up the ornaments and wrap up
the lights, we’ll really appreciate it!
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Rocky Mtn. Mission
Thanks to some great volunteers,
we stuffed, sealed, and stamped
flyers to send to 1250 Presbyterian
churches all throughout the Rockies
and western mid-west! These are
invitations to youth groups, to come
to Nederland in the 2018 summer,
to do mission work for our neighbors
in need. If you are familiar with
another congregation—anywhere,
any denomination—that should know
about our awesome program, tell
Hansen about it!

Annual
Congregational
Meeting

Stick around after worship
on 21 January, for our Annual
Congregational Meeting. Every year
we vote on our church leadership and
Hansen’s compensation package.
And to be completely transparent
about finances, the Session always
shares the next year’s budget. Come
take a look at how we use your gifts
and offerings, and hear about the
state of the congregation.

Next Worship Series

Just about every Thursday, 9 am,
at The Train Cars, everyone is
invited for coffee and conversation
about life, faith, church and
everything in between.

Fellowship Time

Have you been looking for a way to
serve at church, but can’t make a
long term commitment? Arranging
the fellowship time after worship
is for you! Sign up on the sheet
outside the kitchen, or contact BG
with any questions.(303-748-9172,
bbrooksrmn@aol.com).

Sunday School

Sunday School took a short break
for the winter. We gather back at 9
am on Sundays, starting 7 January.
At that first class of 2018, Sara and
Hansen will be teaching the kids
about communion and baptism.
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We make all these resolutions to make this a banner year.
And then… so often, things get in the way.
We make plans for some time of life, to accomplish so much.
And then… over and over, something derails us.
We set goals and intentions for good, positive results. And
then… wouldn’t you know it?
It is like the world is full of enemies out to get us. Some
might be this or that person out to do us ill, but more often,
the little enemies are our own selves, our expectations, and
the things we are almost powerless to resist. Or, sometimes
the thing holding us back from a full and abundant life is this
whole system of society that we are all but stuck in.
For the first five weeks of 2018, worship will be about Facing
Our Enemies. When is compassion helpful? Why are we
called to discipleship? How can we not be conformed, but
transform our hearts? When should we love our enemies?
Join us to worship a God that is always on our side.

Christmas Eve

Do you have questions or
comments about NCPC?
In the Presbyterian denomination, the ministry of
administration for each congregation is handled
by its Session of Elders (like a spiritual Board
of Trustees), and the ministry of compassion is
directed by the Deacons.

Rosalie Bargmann & Jerry Reiss
Willi & John Brocklehurst
Rich Deubel
Crystal Epperson
Sue Evans
Greta Habak
Barbara Lawlor
Bill Martin
Miles Pancoast
Mike Smith
Snavely Family
Margaret Ward, with the loss
of her husband Jerry
Pat Strawn
Town of Nederland Police
& Fire Departments
all those who have and are now serving
in the military…

Here are your church leaders and staff:
Elder for Christian Ed, Aimee Tomlinson
Elder for Cultural Engagement, Will Ford
Elder for Fellowship, BG Brooks
Elder for Finance, Marylou Harrison
Elder for Property, Jim Reis
Elder for Worship, Dean Rundle
Deacon, David Ford
Deacon, Jaydene Morrison
Deacon, Nancy Waldron
Custodian, John Callahan
Director of Childcare, Sara Sandstrom-Kobi
Director of Finances, Cindy Hauser
Guitarist, Emily Haynes
Pastor, Rev Hansen Wendlandt
Pianist, Daniel Herman
Rocky Mtn. Mission Work Coordinator, Jim Reis

Open Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts.
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