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Gatherings
Book Club

Book Club is
taking a break
in May. We’ll be
gearing back up
in June, with a
devotional book
from Father
Richard Rohr.

Just about every Thursday,
9 am, at The Train Cars,
everyone is invited for coffee and
conversation about life, faith,
church and everything
in between.

Men’s Group
Men’s Group tends to meet on
the third Sunday of each month,
but it’s a busy time lately. So,
you’re invited to Salto on 7 May,
4 pm. This is a simple chance to
get to know each other better,
over a coffee or a beer. We do
have a request for a mission
project, so if you want to help one
of our neighbors in need, stop by.
Guys of all ages are welcome.

Why I Love NCPC
Dean Rundle, Elder for Worship
Perhaps a better way to ask that question is “what’s NOT to LOVE
about NCPC? Really, we live in a great little town in a great state
and country, but where else in Ned can you possibly go where
everybody you meet or greet has a smile and is genuinely happy to
see you? Where else can you go in town where everybody is going
to accept and respect who are—no matter what look like, or what
you think about the issues of the day? Where else can you go and
(for one glorious hour) find an inner peace that you cannot possibly
understand? Where else can you give your money and absolutely
know that gift is really going to make a difference, helping people
who really need help, in Nederland and around the world?
I love to go to church to worship God with other people who share
faith. We may not all believe in the same exact things, but we
generally agree on the “big stuff”. That hour on Sunday makes me
purge my brain of the travails of life and for one hour think about
what really, really matters.
I’m not a musician (a rarity in Ned?), but I love our grand piano and
the music Daniel makes on it. I love the choir, the guest musicians
and singers, and Emily’s guitar. I love singing hymns, whether they
are “grand old hymns of the church”, or new songs of praise that we
learn at NCPC. I love that if you tell the Pastor you have a favorite
hymn you’d like to sing, you can bet he’ll work it into a service not
too far down the road.
I love Hansen’s sermons. I don’t
love them because I agree with,
or even “like” everything he says.
I love them because Hansen’s
sermons make me genuinely
think about really important stuff.
Sometimes they challenge me
and cause me to re-evaluate
the way I think about life and
the world. I really love it when I
follow up with the Pastor about his
messages, and he always makes
time to have a great discussion on
e-mail or face-to-face at the
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church on pretty much “any day” morning or afternoon.
I love NCPC because we celebrate Holy Communion
every month. Too many Protestant churches celebrate the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on a quarterly basis. Maybe
their pastors don’t want to be “cheated” out of a full-length
sermon too often? No problem at NCPC – we do what Jesus
encouraged us to do in his remembrance often.
What’s not to love about NCPC? As my 5-yr. old
granddaughter Zosha says: “nuffin”. I get Great Inner Peace
from Great People, Great Music and a Great Message.
(Please note: This article is part of a series: Why I Love NCPC .
We’re starting with a few of our Elders, but all of you are welcome
to submit your own stories!)

ONLINE GIVING.............

Sure, there is an offering plate every Sunday. But if you can’t
come to worship, or don’t carry cash, now you can also give
to NCPC on-line! Try it out at: www.nederlandcpc.org, with
the obvious “Give Now” button. We want to make it as easy
as possible for you to support the great things God is doing
in this community!

Thank You to everyone who
contributed to Palm Sunday’s special
offering, dedicated to feeding hungry
children through Rise Against Hunger!
With the kids’ fish banks, we received
about $520! The matching grant was
for up to $500, which means you
exceeded everyone’s expectations!
On Palm Sunday alone, we collected
enough money to feed 3000 young
people abroad!
Then, a big thanks to the Lions Club,
who gave us two grants to do good in
the community: $500 for Rise Against
Hunger, and $900 for supplies for
Rocky Mountain Mission!!! There are
great people in our midst!

Thank you to everyone who participated
in Holy Week! From the communal feast
of Maundy Thursday, to the somber tone
of Good Friday, from the joyful sharing
of pancakes on Sunday morning, to the
praise of new life at Easter worship, it
was a week full of beauty and a lot of
work. To all the volunteers, the singers,
the cleaners, the prayers, and the
smilers, thank you for your spirit!

Religious Literacy Series
The next event is 7 May, starting at 11:45, here in the
fellowship hall. We had a good time with our neighbor
Taoist last week, and have learned about so, so many
world religions thus far. Next week we’ll lean in closer
to home, and study Christianity with Rev Doug Gibney
(Calvary Chapel) and Father Mark Kovacik (St Rita’s).
Have you always wondered why we do this, or why some
Christians do that? You have a question about history or
theology? This is a great opportunity to learn more! Lunch
is, of course, included.

Future Religious Literacy events:
June 4 – Mormonism
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Holy Week

Clean Up Day
This year’s church clean-up is June
10th. If you can come help between
9 and noon, we’ll put you to work If
you can’t come, but you want to help
beautify the church, contact Jim Reis
about donating some flowers for the
Guyer Garden.

Fellowship Time
Have you been looking for a way to
serve at church, but can’t make a
long term commitment? Arranging
the fellowship time after worship
is for you! Sign up on the sheet
outside the kitchen, or contact BG
with any questions (303-748-9172,
bbrooksrmn@aol.com).

The Ministry of Space
What does a typical NCPC week look
like, when you aren’t in worship?
• We welcome a Tai Chi group on
Sunday nights.
• There are kids’ music lessons on
Mondays.
• Narcotics Anonymous uses the
space that night.
• Boy Scouts have Tuesday nights.
• There is a small flexibility group on
Wednesdays.
• This summer we may have a
children’s art group on Thursday
afternoons.
• Girl Scouts are here on Fridays.
• There is a small workout group on
Saturday mornings.
• Sometimes we see the Christian
Women in Service.
• The Area Agency on Aging and
Mountain Forum for Peace come by
once a year.
• Recently about three dozen local
Jews celebrated Passover in the
fellowship hall.
•And the playground is often full of
neighborhood kids having fun.

Open Doors indeed!
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Next Worship Series
The next worship series is All in the Family. No, this has
nothing to do with Archie Bunker, although I’m sure we could
do something to bear the Good News against so much of what
happened in that recliner…
Instead, we are going to start with the great-grandparents,
Abram and Sarai, who become Abraham and Sarah when
they received the first letter and breath of God’s own name.
Abraham is considered the ancestor of three major faith systems
(Judaism, Christianity, and Islam), through his children Isaac
and Ishmael. That latter boy, he fathered with the maid Hagar—
imagine what Archie would say about that?
Isaac and his wife Rebekah had twin sons, Jacob and Esau,
who fought like crazy and didn’t talk to each other for maybe
decades, although finally as adults, they faced their old
differences. Eventually Jacob had 13 sons, including the famous
Joseph, of technicolor coat fame. Joseph’s life may have been
the most remarkable of anyone who ever lived.
Through these four generations, over seven weeks, you’re going
to become far more familiar with some classic Bible stories,
deep holy values, and subtle messages for how to navigate our
own family and community drama.
A special treat for this series is that we will use a particular
style of music for each week. One Sunday will be all church
classics. Another week, African-American spirituals. One week
Bluegrass, then praise songs, et cetera, et cetera. I promise, you
won’t like every style of music, but someone will connect more
deeply each week. And that might be a good symbol of working
with family drama: giving each of us a different opportunity to
grow in our own ways.

On 23 April we celebrated Earth Day, with a worship service devoted to Creation Care. Children were invited
to stick around during the sermon, and draw the jungle full of animals that didn’t want to help with the forest
fire. This is Sierra’s picture of those confused animals, along with God inspiring a sparrow to respond to the
ecological crisis. Maybe you can make God think “nice…” when you take care of our world too!

Do you have questions or
comments about NCPC?

In the Presbyterian denomination, the ministry
of administration for each congregation
is handled by its Session of Elders (like a
spiritual Board of Trustees), and the ministry of
compassion is directed by the Deacons.
Here are your church leaders and staff:
Elder for Christian Ed, Aimee Tomlinson
Elder for Cultural Engagement, Will Ford
Elder for Fellowship, BG Brooks
Elder for Finance, Marylou Harrison
Elder for Property, Jim Reis
Elder for Worship, Dean Rundle
Deacon, David Ford
Deacon, Katie Haynes
Deacon, Tricia Stiefer
Deacon, Nancy Waldron
Choir Leader, Emily Haynes
Custodian, John Callahan
Director of Childcare, Sara Sandstrom-Kobi
Director of Finances, Wes Stiefer
Pastor, Rev Hansen Wendlandt
Pianist, Daniel Herman
Rocky Mountain Mission Coordinator, Wes Stiefer

Judy Anderson
Willi & John Brocklehurst
Rich Deubel
Crystal Epperson
Linda Groves
Greta Habak
Don & Joe Henningsen
Robert Manes
Shelley Millican
Mike Smith
Jim Stevens
Rick & Nancy Tasto
Vince Suich
Lorena Yolo
Town of Nederland Police & Fire
Departments
those serving in the military everyone
involved in the Syrian conflict; the
young people and advisors who will be
in Nederland in two months for Rocky
Mountain Mission…

Open Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts.
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