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Why I Love NCPC
Marylou Harrison, Elder for Finance
Bible Study

Bible Study meets each Tuesday at
6:45. We are soon finishing up the
strange, prophetic book of Daniel, and
will be reading Ephesians through April.
Traditionally understood as a letter
from Paul to the Christian community
of Ephesus (currently beautiful ruins in
southwest Turkey), most scholars now
think it is more of a sermon by one of
Paul’s followers, preached for all the
churches in the area of Asia Minor.
Either way, Ephesus was a fascinating
ancient city, one of the technological
marvels of the first century. For
instance, it had better running water
than any city in the Roman Empire; the
community center had central heat;
and homes had the largest kitchens of
any ancient city ever studied. Ephesus
was full of ethnic and socio-economic
diversity, which pressured the age-old
debate between tradition and progress.
By that measure, it was a perfect place
for Christianity to flourish, by breaking
down barriers through unity in God,
building on ancient wisdom for a new
gospel, and fighting against entrenched
ways of thinking to create new ways of
living together well. Join us to discuss
two chapters a week, starting just
after Easter.
As always, if you cannot take part on
Tuesday nights, feel welcome to follow
along at home. Talk to your friends about
your insights. Send Hansen a question
for the group. Engage on our church
Facebook site. And keep an eye on what
our next books will be.
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Many of you know that after 25 years of living in the mountains,
last summer Dan and I moved to the outskirts of Longmont. It was
a really big decision. We had raised our kids in Nederland, we
worked and played in Nederland, and our church is in Nederland.
As we reassured our friends (and ourselves) that we would be just
45 minutes away and, of course, we would still get together, we
also told our church family that we would still come up for church on
Sunday, maybe not every Sunday but whenever we could make it
work.
Well, seven months after making the move, we’re still hanging out
with our friends, we’ve held onto the happy memories of our kids
growing up in the mountains, and we still belong to Nederland
Community Presbyterian Church. While we don’t make it up for
church as often as we’d hoped, we still feel very much a part of the
NCPC family.
Why do we drive 30 miles to get to church when there are two
Presbyterian churches in Longmont within 10 minutes of our house?
It’s the people of NCPC.
When I walk in the door
on Sunday morning, I
see folks I have known
since my family started
coming to church 16
years ago. Many in
our church family have
watched my kids grow
up and I have watched
theirs, too. We’ve
attended Christmas and
Easter services together,
taught Sunday school
side-by-side, and cried
at funerals and cheered
at weddings with each
other. I also see newer
folks in the NCPC family.
Sharing our stories as
(con’t)

Why I Love NCPC

(con’t)

we get to know each other over coffee during fellowship is one of
my favorite moments on Sunday morning. But outside church, we’re
there for each other, too. During a recent range fire near our house,
Jim Hubbard called to ask if we were ok and to tell us that we were
welcome to stay with Judy and him if we got evacuated. We bring food
to folks who are sick or recuperating, visit each other in the hospital,
give rides, baby sit kids, etc. And I can’t forget the time during the Cold
Springs fire when I showed up at church with my dog in the car but no
leash. Hansen literally removed and gave me his belt to use as a leash
so the dog and I could meet the rest of our family at the evacuation
center. This church community may not be genetically related but we
are family all the same.
So why do I love NCPC? It’s the people. We are a community praising,
thanking, and seeking God together. We support each other through
the happy and the sad. And we even make a casserole to share every
now and then.
(Editors: This article is the first part of a new series: Why I Love NCPC .
We’re starting with a few of our Elders, but all of you are welcome to submit
your own stories!)

Religious Literacy Series
The next Religious Literacy event will be 23 April, starting at 11:45
(after fellowship time) at NCPC. We’ll be joined by a Taoist, and
also learn a bit about other eastern religions, such as Confucianism,
Sikhism, Jainism, Shinto, Zoroastrianism, and Baha’i.
These are some fascinating
spiritual systems, often with
many fewer adherents than
the big ones we’ve studied
thus far. Taoism, for instance,
became quite popular in
America during the 1990s, with
some great books about its
relation with Christianity and,
oddly fitting, with Winnie the
Pooh. Sikhs have been in the
news much more in the last 16
years, because so many white
terrorists mistake them for
Muslims. Baha’is are extremists
for peace, and Jains take it to
an even more radical place. Of
course, all are welcome, and
Thanks to Kim Culver and Kimba Stefane for
we’ll have lunch ready.
teaching us about paganism last month!

Future Religious Literacy events:
May 7 – Christianity
June 4 – Mormonism
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Gatherings
Book Club

Book Club is currently reading
Silence by Shusaku Endo.
We just started this story of
Portuguese priests in Japan,
“enduring faith in dangerous
times.” Join us on Tuesdays at
5:30, for engaging conversation,
sharing great ideas, plenty of
laughs, and growing friendships.
After we finish the book, we’ll
watch the new movie, directed
by Martin Scorsese.

Just about every Thursday, 9 am,
at The Train Cars, everyone is
invited for coffee and conversation
about life, faith, church and
everything in between.

Men’s Group

Men’s Group tends to meet on
the third Sunday of each month,
but that is Easter this month. So,
come to Salto on 9 April, 4 pm.
This is a simple chance to get
to know each other better, over
a coffee or a beer. We do have
a request for a mission project,
so if you want to help one of our
neighbors in need, stop by. Guys
of all ages are welcome.

ONLINE GIVING.............
Sure, there is an offering plate every
Sunday. But if you can’t come to
worship, or don’t carry cash, now you
can also give to NCPC on-line! Try it
out at: www.nederlandcpc.org, with the
obvious “Give Now” button. We want to
make it as easy as possible for you to
support the great things God is doing in
this community!

The New Directory is here!

There have been so many setbacks
along the way, but the new Directory is
finally here! Watch for your copy emailed,
or mailed if you receive the newsletter
that way. (If you don’t see it, reach out
to Hansen and he’ll get you a copy.) Flip
inside for some awesome throwback
pictures from old directories, a couple
pages to recognize loved ones we’ve lost
recently, and great photos of our church
in action. Of course, you’ll see updated
portraits and contact info for all our
members and friends, so we can better
know all the great people in our midst.
Thanks to Barbara Hardt for making sure
we could complete this project! She has
shown the helpful computer skills (and
patience with Hansen) to bring this home!

Fellowship Time – Have you

been looking for a way to serve at
church, but can’t make a long term
commitment? Arranging the fellowship
time after worship is for you! Sign up on
the sheet outside the kitchen, or contact
BG with any questions (303-748-9172,
bbrooksrmn@aol.com).

Emergencies – A reminder, after

the recent Sunshine fire, that for those
who want information during dangerous
situations, you can sign up for the
Sheriff’s emergency alerts at… www.
bouldercounty.org/safety/emergency/
pages/massnotification.aspx
To receive updated information on
emergencies, check www.boulderoem.
com.
To reduce your risk of losing your home
to wildfires, see wildfirepartners.org.
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Holy Week
The week leading up to Easter is the most holy time on the
Christian calendar. NCPC has many ways to celebrate this central
drama of our faith story.
Palm Sunday – Join in worship on 9 April, as children inspire us
all to welcome Jesus to Jerusalem and into our lives! Not only did
Jesus flip a royal procession from power to humility, challenge the
religious authorities’ thinking about everything, and turn over the
tables on the ancient economic system, he calls us to resist the
damaging assumptions soaked into our society and to lift our lives
toward a counter-cultural holiness.
Special Offering – Each year on Palm Sunday NCPC receives
a special offering to help hungry and thirsty people around the
world. The children have their fish-shaped coin banks, and adults
will have a special envelope in the bulletin. Any collection up to
$500 will be matched, and used to provide meals for our Rise
Against Hunger (formerly called Stop Hunger Now) packing
session this fall!
Maundy Thursday – Just as Jesus shared supper with his
closest friends, we will have a worship service around tables,
on 13 April, 6:30 pm. There will be songs and prayer, and the
elements of Communion will be part of a regular dinner meal we
share together.
Good Friday – Join us on 14 April, 6:30 pm for a somber worship
service, to reflect on Jesus’ death. Prepare for the power of
silence, the disorientation of darkness, and the painful truth of our
short embodied lives.
Pancake Pot-luck – One of the great traditions at NCPC is to start
our holiest day with a fun feast. There will be pancakes flipping at
8am, but it’s up to you great cooks to provide the fixin’s! Breakfast
continues for a while, although at 9am the children will head to
Sunday School and choir to their warm up. If you aren’t much for
cooking or early mornings, maybe you could contact BG Brooks to
volunteer for clean-up!
Easter Sunday – Get your seats early, for one full worship
service at 10am! The central message of our faith—new life in the
God revealed through Jesus the Christ—will be shared in story,
classic song, and communal prayer. There is no fellowship time
afterwards, but you are welcome to bring your Easter brunch to
the Guyer Garden.

Congratulations to our new Elders (BG Brooks & Will Ford) and new Deacon
(Nancy Waldron)! This picture is them surrounded in prayer, by so many others
in our faith community who have served in those positions. Thanks to everyone
who has given their time and love and wisdom to this church!

Do you have questions or
comments about NCPC?

In the Presbyterian denomination, the ministry
of administration for each congregation
is handled by its Session of Elders (like a
spiritual Board of Trustees), and the ministry of
compassion is directed by the Deacons.
Here are your church leaders and staff:
Elder for Christian Ed, Aimee Tomlinson
Elder for Cultural Engagement, Will Ford
Elder for Fellowship, BG Brooks
Elder for Finance, Marylou Harrison
Elder for Property, Jim Reis
Elder for Worship, Dean Rundle
Deacon, David Ford
Deacon, Katie Haynes
Deacon, Tricia Stiefer
Deacon, Nancy Waldron
Choir Leader, Emily Haynes
Custodian, John Callahan
Director of Childcare, Sara Sandstrom-Kobi
Director of Finances, Wes Stiefer
Pastor, Rev Hansen Wendlandt
Pianist, Daniel Herman
Rocky Mountain Mission Coordinator, Wes Stiefer

Judy Anderson
Willi & John Brocklehurst
Rich Deubel
Crystal Epperson
Linda Groves
Greta Habak
Don & Joe Henningsen
Robert Manes
Shelley Millican
Mike Smith
Jim Stevens
Rick & Nancy Tasto
Vince Suich
Lorena Yolo
Town of Nederland Police & Fire
Departments
those serving in the military
all the victims of the Syrian
conflict…

Open Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts.
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