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Gatherings

The next Religious Literacy event will be 19 March, on Wicca, held at
the Blue Owl Bookstore, starting at 11:45. Thus far we’ve had great
conversations about Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Native American
spiritualities, and Islam. This month, come learn about paganism in
general, and modern Wicca in particular.
As all major religions developed and grew, including Christianity, they
have responded to their neighbors that practiced various traditional faith
systems. In that sense, all major religions have been shaped by the
Bible Study meets each Tuesday
presence of, dialogue between, conflict against, and relationships with
at 6:45. This month we start a new
pagans. Sometimes they fight amongst each other; sometimes they
study, the Old Testament book of
work together and share.
Daniel. Come out on 7 March having
The word ‘pagan’ was originally an innocuous term that meant ‘villager’,
read the first two chapters. As you get
into it, consider that most of this book as opposed to ‘urbanite’. By religious implication, ‘pagan’ came to
refer to anyone from the countryside, who followed faithful beliefs and
describes dreams and visions, with
practices that arose out of ancient relationship with the land. And while
the fantastical sort of imagery that
you would expect from those. In your the word gained popularity in distinction to early Christianity—which
own wildest dreams, some things
itself initially spread through cosmopolitan cities—really, any indigenous
definitely represent reflection and
faith system can be considered, in a broad sense, paganistic.
feelings and ideas; although other
While many people have used the
things are just weird background
word ‘pagan’ as derogatory (like
that makes no sense. And we would
a ‘religious country bumpkin’),
be rather silly to try to make sense
scholars of religion use it as a
of every burrito dancing on a tank
descriptive term for any person
made of hedgehogs! Or, when it
who follows an ancestral earthcomes to some visual art, such as
Jackson Pollack—while it might have
centered spirituality. Consider
a symbolic meaning overall, perhaps
that the word ‘heathen’ means
insofar as his unique process of
exactly the same thing (literally,
painting says something about art
someone who lives on the ‘heath’,
itself—most people think the splatters
allegorically, someone who
and dots themselves are pure chaos.
follows a primitive religion), but
And we would be rather silly to try
definitely carries a judgmental
to make sense of every feature and
sense. Or, ‘barbarians’ is very
color and placement. In a similar
similar (literally, ‘those others’,
way, as you read Daniel, consider
but often in use, ‘those uncivilized
what parts of his descriptions of
dreams and visions are intended to
scum’). When we learn about our
be meaningful symbols, and which
neighbors and their faith system,
are intentionally messy, quasi-poetic,
let us remember that ‘pagan’ is
illustrative texture that we might be
just a title or category, not an
rather silly to try to make sense of.
evaluation or opinion about them.
(con’t)

Bible Study
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So, the Roman and Greek faith systems that were predominant in the
first century were pagan. The Druids were a specific type of paganism
in the British Isles. The Philistines that lived in what is now Israel/
Palestine, before Joshua led the Hebrews into that land, had a faith
that could easily be called paganistic. The pre-Islamic Arab Bedouins
had their own paganistic religious ideas. Santeria and Creole are
mixes of Christianity and local paganistic traditions. The growth of
African Indigenous Christianity is often a mix of ideas we would quite
understand, alongside a myriad of tribal paganistic concepts. Even
Native American spiritualities could be considered paganistic, in the
broadest sense of the term.
Pagans and paganistic faith systems can appear fabulously diverse,
but they share a common focus on finding the divine in nature. Their
gods are often connected with weather, animals, or natural objects;
thus, they usually follow many gods. They often are more attuned to
respecting the feminine aspects of life, celebrating seasonal changes,
and honoring ancestors. Worship, beliefs, and ways of living with
the earth are so, so different between different pagan and paganistic
peoples, but the common thread is how those things all develop from a
relationship with nature.
Wicca is a particular kind of modern paganism, or what some call
‘neo-paganism’. Some would say it developed (in 1954) as a reaction
to a more and more industrialized world, drawing on ancient pagan
wisdom to move people closer to their natural roots. In that sense, at
the very least, it is motivated somewhat like today’s return-to-the-land
movement or the growth of urban gardening. In a more organized
and precisely religious sense, Wicca has its own holidays, God and
Goddess, ceremonies, and ethical foundations.
Unfortunately, many misperceptions abound. Some people mistakenly
assume there is a connection between Wicca and Satanism. But
despite some symbols that look vaguely similar, there is absolutely no
relation there. Wiccans do not even believe in a Satan. Other people
are concerned about Wiccan ‘magic’, often because they have seen
some movie that dramatizes evil spells. But their ‘magic’ is much more
like performative prayer and devotion, insofar as all spiritual people, in
any culture and every time, have balanced the two hopes of focusing
their own will in ethical and spiritual ways and petitioning the universe
to do something for them.
This month you are invited to hear from some of our mountain
neighbors about their experience with Wicca. Learn (much better than
this article) what they are about. Ask questions. Maybe even find out
how some early Christian practices and beliefs were shaped alongside
paganism. Of course, we’ll have a great lunch, and your friends are
welcome to take part.

Future Religious Literacy events:
April 9 – Taoism & Eastern faiths
May 7 – Christianity
June 4 – Mormonism

2

Book Club
Bible Study Book Club is finishing
its study on the “historical Jesus”,
and will choose a new book to
begin, in late March. We meet
Tuesdays at 5:30, for engaging
conversation, sharing great ideas,
plenty of laughs, and growing
friendships.
As always, if you cannot take part
in our Gatherings, feel welcome
to follow along at home. Talk to
your friends about your insights.
Send Hansen a question for the
group. Engage on our church
Facebook site. And keep an eye
on what our next books will be!

Just about every Thursday, 9 am,
at The Train Cars, everyone is
invited for coffee and conversation
about life, faith, church and
everything in between.

Men’s Group

Men’s Group tends to meet on
the third Sunday of each month.
Come to Salto on19 March, 4 pm.
This is a simple chance to get
to know each other better, over
a coffee or a beer. Sometimes
we plan a mission project;
sometimes we just talk about life
or skiing or kids or cars. Guys of
all ages are welcome.
See the church website
(nederlandcpc.org) to learn about
the Annual Meeting: a narrative
budget, informational packet, and
report of business.

New Elders
Here’s a look at our new Elders, on our board of
spiritual direction!
Elder for Fellowship, B.G. Brooks – Patti and I have
two children (Brian & Kelley) and two grandchildren,
Addison & Taylor. We moved to Nederland in 1999
and began attending NCPC last summer after a long
membership at First Pres in Boulder. We joined NCPC
roughly two months after we first began attending. I
am a former newspaperman (40-plus years mostly
in sports) who’s worked for four newspapers in
three states. I’m currently a part time web writer for
CUBuffs.com, the University of Colorado’s athletic
department website. But I’m phasing out of that part
time job and hope to be—Lord willing—full retired
with Patti at the end of March. Patti retired from
a long paralegal career in October, having spent
the last 21 years at a law firm in Broomfield. Since
joining NCPC, we’ve been involved in fellowship after
Sunday services, are ushering on the first Sunday
of the month and have helped with communion. We
both feel God had a strong reason for leading us to
NCPC and “keeping us on the mountain” on Sunday
mornings. I also feel God’s presence now more than
at any other time in my life—primarily because I finally
knocked and He kept His promise; He answered. In
short, we both feel blessed to be part of this church
community and want to serve.

Fellowship Report
Many thanks to our February Fellowship Hosts,
Mark and Becky Smart (Feb 12) and Bob and Cinda
Kochen (Feb 26)… and thanks in advance to Lynne
Bulger for volunteering in the March 5 slot.
The remainder of March (the 12th, 19th, 26th) is
open, so feel free -- if so moved -- to contact either
of the Brooks (BG or Patti) or simply sign up on the
posted sheet outside the kitchen.
With help from our out-going Fellowship Elder,
Kathleen Henningsen, Patti has reorganized most of
the kitchen cabinets to make them more volunteer
friendly. Changes might be subtle but they’ve made
for more comfortable, efficient work.
We’re in the process of trying to do some
reorganizing of the food pantries and storage closets/
bins in the Fellowship Hall, but this is going to take
time and input from the various groups that utilize
those spaces.
And one more Thank You! to Kathleen for her
guidance (and elbow grease) as we ease into this
new era.
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BG and Patti Brooks
Will Ford

Elder for Cultural Engagement, Will Ford – I’ve
lived in Nederland for as long as I can remember,
and graduated from the high school before going to
study musical theatre in collage. My involvement with
the church started when I joined the choir back when
I was a sophomore in high school, and I’ve been a
member of the community ever since. I am more on
the side of spirituality then of strict faith but that’s one
of the reasons I wanted to serve. The opportunity to
learn from long time members, share my opinions,
and possibly bring in new younger members was too
good for me to pass up.
(Note, the Elder for Cultural Engagement is a new
role at NCPC. Some churches might call this sort of
effort ‘evangelism’, although typically that has meant
reaching out to other Christians to join their church
or spreading Christ’s message to non-believers far
and wide. In our Nederland area context, however, a
great number of the people we encounter are what
is often called, ‘spiritual-but-not-religious’. So, we are
welcoming Will onto the Session, to help us especially
to engage those sorts of folks. How can our faith
community be meaningful to people for whom ‘church’
has been so off-putting? How can we translate the
Gospel, for people who have not heard it as freedom
and joy? How can we demonstrate a better way to
live, with authenticity of language, vision and action?
Thanks, Will, for taking on this new role!)

ONLINE GIVING...........................

Sure, there is an offering plate every Sunday. But if
you can’t come to worship, or don’t carry cash, now
you can also give to NCPC on-line! Try it out at: www.
nederlandcpc.org, with the obvious “Give Now” button.
We want to make it as easy as possible for you to
support the great things God is doing in this community!

Nederland Interagency Council on Homeless
Encampments UPDATE .............................................
Soon enough the weather will be warm (or seem so down below), and our homeless and home free campers
will come back to the Nederland area. What are we doing to prepare, so that we can protect the community from
dangers of inadvertent fires, while serving the poorest among us with compassion?
First, on behalf of NICHE, Hansen will be training the Colorado Parks and Wildlife officers, on who homeless
and home free people are, and how to interact with them in ways that can better open communication.
With recreational campers (like you or I), USFS and COPW officers are very good at setting boundaries
and guidelines, so they can manage their forest resources. For so many reasons, that is not always as
straightforward, when it comes to campers who make the woods their summer home. Hansen will try to help
our officials have better tools of engagement, so that their important messages of safety and guidelines can be
communicated and understood.
Second, in consultation with the Boulder Bridge House and NICHE, Hansen is following up with the Boulder
Municipal Judge and the Boulder Homeless Outreach Team, to discuss what guidance they can offer homeless
folks. Rather than ‘sending’ people up the mountain, or even telling them that the nearest free camping is West
Magnolia, how can they better direct people in need to services that help?
Third, NCPC has started planning for this summer’s Socks and Sandwiches program. With leadership from Diana
Nelson, along with helpers from Calvary Chapel, St Rita’s, and the Food Pantry, we have a team in place to
collect supplies, spread the word, prepare the events, and be a peaceful presence.
Fourth, after discussions with the Peak to Peak Forest Watch, Hansen will be working with Joe Hall to help train
their ambassadors on interacting with homeless and home free. In turn, some Forest Watch volunteers, maybe
with some assistance from the Nederland Fire Department, will help train friends at Socks and Sandwiches on
how to put out campfires appropriately. And other Forest Watch volunteers are publishing our new Camping
Guide, to help point campers toward helpful services down the mountain.
If you have further questions about these or any other ideas for how to care for people in need, while protecting
our community, please come talk to Hansen.

Do you have questions or
comments about NCPC?

In the Presbyterian denomination, the ministry of
administration for each congregation is handled
by its Session of Elders (like a spiritual Board
of Trustees), and the ministry of compassion is
directed by the Deacons. Here are your church
leaders and staff.
Elder for Christian Ed, Aimee Tomlinson
Elder for Cultural Engagement, Will Ford
Elder for Fellowship, BG Brooks
Elder for Finance, Marylou Harrison
Elder for Property, Jim Reis
Elder for Worship, Dean Rundle
Deacon, David Ford
Deacon, Katie Haynes
Deacon, Tricia Stiefer
Deacon, Nancy Waldron
Choir Leader, Emily Haynes
Custodian, John Callahan
Director of Childcare, Sara Sandstrom-Kobi
Director of Finances, Wes Stiefer
Pastor, Rev Hansen Wendlandt
Pianist, Daniel Herman
Rocky Mountain Mission Coordinator, Wes Stiefer

Judy Anderson
Willi & John Brocklehurst
Rich Deubel
Crystal Epperson
Linda Groves
Greta Habak
Don Henningsen
Joe Henningsen
The Kochen’s family friends
Robert Manes
Shelley Millican
Family of Virginia Parsons
Rhonda Skeie
Mike Smith
Phyllis (Snavely) Sparks
Jim Stevens and his family
Rick & Nancy Tasto
Vince Suich
Lorena Yolo
Town of Nederland Police & Fire Department
Those serving in the military

Open Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts.
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